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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to 12/13/2005 Appeal Brief . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) Is/are 1-29 , 

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-29 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a method and system for reprogramming instructions 
or routing parameters for a switch. Independent claims 1, 7, and 12 identify an uniquely distinct 
feature " comparing an identifier for the application with identifiers in the application policy file 
that correspond to applications authorized for installation on computers coupled to the network 
and blocking access to the network if the application is not authorized to access the network ". 

The independent claim 18 identifies an uniquely distinct feature " an application identifier 
field containing data identifying an application that is authorized for installation on computer 
coupled to a network: a network identifier field containing data identifying a entity that is 
accessible by the application identified by the application identifier field: and an access flag field 
containing data specifying whether the application identified by the application identifier field is 
allowed access to the entity identified by the network identifier field ". 

The independent claim 29 identifies an uniquely distinct feature " comparing an identifier 
for the application with identifiers in the application policy file that correspond to applications 
authorized for installation on computers coupled to the network, wherein each application entry 
in the application policy file comprises a set of access policy rules for a network corresponding 
to a network identifier, the network identifier comprising at least one of a network address range 
and a Universal Naming Convention path, and wherein the application policy file further 
comprises an access flag having a null setting that is interpreted as one of allowing and 
disallowing all access to a network specified by the network identifier: blocking access to the 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,002 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2143 

entity if the application is not authorized to access the entity: and re-evaluating applications 
currently executing against any updated application policy file, wherein a plurality of the 
application identifiers are associated with each application, each application identifier 
corresponding to a different network address assigned to the corresponding application, and 
wherein each application identifier is one of a file name of the application and a path on the 
network. " 

2. The closest prior art, Kahn (U.S. 6,135,646) discloses System for uniquely and 
persistently identifying, managing, and tracking digital objects Numao et al. (U.S. 6,647,388) 
describes an access control process to evaluate under a specific condition an access permission 
request, whether taken alone or in combination fails to anticipate or render the above underline. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reason for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272-6798. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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